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Our journal is receiving an increasing number of manuscripts
from all over the world. CMI, the journal of ESCMID, is
committed far beyond Europe, and although most manu-
scripts come from Europe, we are now receiving an increas-
ing number of contributions from China and India. Other
emerging countries are also showing signiﬁcant increases
with regard to both the amount and the quality of their sci-
entiﬁc production. This is apparent from their submissions
to CMI and from the abstracts sent to ECCMID over the
last few years. For instance, in London there were four pre-
sentations and posters from Egypt, 23 presentations and
posters from Iran, and 56 presentations and posters from
Turkey. The rejection rate for CMI is still high, but the sci-
ence is rapidly maturing.
Among the most active in terms of submissions and
abstracts are our colleagues in Turkey, Egypt, and Iran. All
three countries are economically and scientiﬁcally very
dynamic [1]. With pleasure and pride, CMI now publishes
examples of their current state of knowledge in clinical
microbiology and infectious diseases.
With the help of Murat Akova, we have selected authors
among the major researchers in the three countries, and we
hope to further open CMI to the easternmost part of Eur-
ope and its neighbours, and to welcome the ﬂourishing sci-
entiﬁc production in this part of the world.
In this issue, you will ﬁnd the following reviews: ‘Leading
infectious diseases problems in Turkey’, by Hakan Erdem and
Murat Akova [2], ‘Infectious diseases in the Arabian peninsula
and Egypt’, by Atef Shibl, Abiola Catherine Senok and ZIad
Memish [3], and ‘Infectious diseases in Iran: a bird’s eye
view’, by Mehrdad Askarian, Roxana Mansour Ghanaie, Ab-
dollah Karimi and F. Habibzadeh [4].
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